Thursday, 9th August 2018

TERM 3

WEEK 4

FROM THE PRINCIPAL
KEY DATES:
AUGUST
13th – 17th Year 5 Camp
14th ICAS – Mathematics
16th Circus Skills Performance
Besen Centre - 5pm & 7pm
17th Year 4 & 6 Author Visit
19th Working Bee 9am – 12pm
20th Year 4 Polly Woodside Excursion
Year 3 Cupcake stall
21st Year 1 - 3 Author Visit
22nd Book Week Parade
23rd Year 2 Science Incursion
Book Week Book Swap
24th Year 5 & 6 - Summer Sport
27th Sushi Day
28th Year 5 Author Visit
29th Father’s Day Stall
31st Foundation Father’s Day
Breakfast 7.30am
31st Foundation 2019 Storytime
2.30pm – 3.15pm

2018 CURRICULUM DAYS
8th June
21st December

2018 TERM DATES
Term 1
Term 2
Term 3
Term 4

29th January – 29th March
16th April – 29th June
16th July – 21st September
8th October – 21st December

CANTEEN DAYS
Canteen is not open on the first day
and last day of each Term

Even though the weather is still quite dull, it's certainly warming up here
at school this term. There is so much colouring our days, with the Circus
Skills program coming to its performance conclusion on Thursday 16th
August. Excited students from Foundation to Year Four have been
polishing their skills they have been learning during the program. It is
sure to be a great night. Photos of the students and a DVD of the
performance will be available shortly so stay tuned. Tickets have been
selling fast; if you haven't purchased your tickets, there's not long left.
Tickets are available by booking online at Trybooking
https://www.trybooking.com/XBGP
We are so looking forward to showcasing the students work at the
Besen Centre, a new venue for our school; please remember there is a
$4.00 per car parking charge at this venue.
A huge thanks to the trainers from Circus Crew who have introduced
our students to new skills and enabled them to explore new possibilities.
Also, heartfelt thanks to Miss Gina Mets, our wonderful Performing Arts
teacher, who has been liaising with the Circus Crew and organising
behind the scenes logistics, as well as helping students and class
teachers to practise their items. Miss Mets is also busy rehearsing 'The
Little Mermaid' with the Year Five and Year Six students. Enthusiasm for
this performance is evident across these year levels and we, again,
have so much to look forward to in early Term Four.
Science Week and Year Five Camp
Science Week begins next Monday. Every student will experience
practical scientific thinking, make predictions, hypothesise, conduct
experiments and discuss findings. Building on our students' natural
curiosity and developing scientific thinking is our goal as we celebrate
science. Thanks to Mrs Bec Bird for developing the week's activities. We
look forward to seeing science in every classroom during the week.
School Philosophy

Orchard Grove Primary School is committed to providing a safe, nurturing environment that engages curiosity, promotes
learning, personal growth and wellbeing for all students. We strive to develop adaptability and resilience so students can
become valued members of the local and global communities and be prepared for future life experiences.
DE&T and Orchard Grove P.S. do not endorse the products or services of any private advertiser. No responsibility
is accepted by DE&T for accuracy of information contained in advertisements or claims made by them.

The week complements the units of work being completed across the school as Years One and
Two explore natural sciences and Year Six examine decomposition. As Science Week rolls out
across the school, we say farewell to our Year Fives as they travel to Camp Coonawarra. A
favourite on the camping calendar, we look forward to hearing of the adventures enjoyed by all.
Our school camp program develops our students in so many ways. Being organised and
independent, being community minded and group focused, being resilient and resourceful, are
all personal strengths that are further developed on camp. All the best to our teachers, parents
and students and thanks to all those enabling the camp to run so very successfully as it is quite a
sacrifice for the adults to be away from their families all week.
Book Week
Book Week is just two weeks away. A favourite time on our school calendar, with visiting authors
and story tellers, pop-up exhibitions of all that is being created in the Library at the moment, a staff
pantomime and whole-school book parade are just some of the highlights. Students from
Wantirna College visiting and sharing Spanish stories they've written will strengthen our community
links as will the Year Fours taking their favourite stories to the Inala Aged Care facility and sharing a
love of books with our elderly neighbours. Mrs Ruth Thatcher and Mrs Suzanne Lichtenauer have
worked to create a wonderful week and certainly remind us that the Library at Orchard Grove is
very much at the heart of all our programs. We always enjoy seeing the students dressed up as
favourite book characters for the annual book parade but, as always, please don't feel obliged to
buy expensive costumes and be mindful of the weather as sometimes these costumes can be
quite thin on colder days.
District Athletics
Our District Athletics team will be training in the coming weeks as their competition day
approaches in early September. Congratulations to all those in the team; we will be waiting for
the results Mr Liston brings back from the day. Hearing our students are champions on and off the
field is always the best feedback from the day, so compete well, enjoy it and be the best you can
be!
The summer sports program for our Year Five and Six students is also fast approaching in
September. It's always an exciting day when competing schools visit us and our students go to
other schools to compete in a variety of sports.
Art Room help
Mrs Campbell would love some volunteers to sew knitted squares into blankets. It has been such a
cold month, it would be great to be able to assemble these as soon as possible and donate them
to the elderly who live independently in our area. Many sometimes go without heating to make
ends meet so, if we as a school can bring some warmth and cheer into the community, that
would be wonderful. Heartfelt thanks to Mrs Margaret Gill, a former teacher, who has donated the
squares and to the grandmother of Austin (Year Six) and Vincent (Year Four), who has donated a
wonderful crocheted rug.
Parking
We have, once again, had problems with parent parking in the afternoons. Some parents have
been using the Aurora School car park off Holland Road and have been very rude to the Aurora
staff when they have been asked to move. Can I please emphasise that the Aurora car park
belongs to them, and is not for our use! Some parents seem to think that it is a Whitehorse Council
car park, but it is not. This issue is creating significant tension between the two schools, so we must,
as a community, be mindful of where our parents can park and where they cannot and, at all
times, be respectful to others. I must admit, I have found this situation to be very embarrassing for
us as a school. Please also remember to refrain from parking in the staff car park. We have a
couple of disabled parks in that area off Holland Road, and we have been happy to let those
families with a disabled sticker park in them. However, let me be clear, as a school, we are not
obligated in any way to provide disabled or any car parking for parents, so we are very lucky to
have as much off-street parking as we do. Remember, disabled parking bays are only to be used
if you have a council provided sticker and if you have the person for which the sticker was
provided in the car at the time.

If we continue to have problems with unauthorised people parking in the staff carpark, we will
section it off and restrict access completely. Children and cars don’t mix and we need to keep
the area safe for students as they leave the school grounds.
Mr Gnanam
As most of you know, last Friday was Mr Gnanam’s last day at OGPS for the next two years. Sabe
has taken up a great opportunity to teach overseas, but will hopefully return to our school at the
end of the contract. It was a shame that I was not able to be at his final assembly, but all
principals were required to attend an all-day principal forum. I did enjoy hearing about the
wonderful response Sabe had from all the children and the special party and dance that was
prepared for him. As a staff, we had our special 'Sabe farewell' on Thursday and there is no doubt
Sabe will be missed by all of us. We wish him well on his new adventure and look forward to
hearing how he is going. We would like to formally acknowledge Mrs Amanda Jeeves, who has
joined the staff here at OGPS and stepped into Sabe’s class. She is doing a great job getting to
know her new class and will be a real asset to our teaching team.
Parent Survey
For the second year, the Department of Education’s parent survey is now done online. If you
were one of the randomly selected parents to receive an email inviting you to complete the
survey about our school, we would really appreciate if you could complete it. This is one of the
ways the Department of Education judges the effectiveness of our school. Your opinions are
valued, as we try hard to provide excellent learning opportunities for your children and to make
OGPS a great place to be. Thank you to those parents who have already completed the survey.
We have just received the results from the Year Four to Year Six Student Survey and they were
outstanding, showing us that our students love learning, feel connected to their peers and
teachers, and enjoy coming to school. This is very pleasing to hear.
Well that’s all from me for now.
Talk soon.
Glenda Harry
Principal

PAYMENTS/FORMS DUE AT THE OFFICE








Circus Skills Program – Foundation to Year 4 - $42.00 - OVERDUE
Author Visit – Foundation to Year 6 - $4.00 due 10th August
Polly Woodside Excursion – Year 4 - $6.50 due 13th August
Hands on Science Incursion – Year 2 - $12.50 due 14th August
Summer Sport – Year 5 & 6 - $16.00 due 15th August
Sushi Day – due 17th August
Silly Science Incursion – Year 2 - $11.00 due 30th August

PRINCIPAL AWARDS
27th July
Jordan
Ella
Stephanie
Vivian
Janice
Vasiliki
Ollie
Mia Ann
Emee
Nil
Niamh
Selina
Troy
Jarvis
Jessica

FED
FEW
FJM
FSK
1BS
1CP
1JF
1ND
1TK
2EF
2GJ
2TC
2TR
3AH
3AT

Merine
Jemma
Nicholas
Pyrate
Ruby
Noah
Noah
Zach
Emma
Linka
Marcus
Jade
Manahil
William, Paige
Kara

3GT
4DW
4KG
4KM
4KM
4MA
4MA
4MA
5BB
5GS
5SW
6HJ
6KC
6KH
6SG

Callum
Freddie
Adhrita
Austin
Cooper
Tom
Stella
Tri
Joshua
Elise
Louis

FAC
FED
FEW
FJM
FSK
1BS
1JF
1ND
2GJ
2TC
3AH

Clover
Amelia
Isaac
Abbey
Max
Charli
Lucy
Theresa
Sienna, Eric
Alexandria
Jonty

3AT
3GT
4DW
4KG
4KM
5BB
5GS
5SW
6KC
6SG
6KH

3rd August

SICK BAY CLOTHING

We are in desperate need of track pants (sizes 4-10) for our spare clothes department in sick bay.
If your child has been given a change of clothes from sick bay please wash and return them to
the office ASAP.

LOST PROPERTY
Have you registered your garments with RagTagd via the SMS number sewn into the seam of your
garment?
The unique code, will identify lost property and send an alert to remind you to go to the lost
property area outside the library atrium, to find your clothing.
In order for the technology attached to our new uniform to be recognised as lost uniform, all new
Blue/Green jackets and windcheaters must be stored on the RagTagd shelf.
Jane Timms

CUPCAKE FUNDRAISER

On Monday 20th August, Grade 3 students will be selling cupcakes for $1 to raise money for the
RSPCA to fight cruelty against animals.
The cupcake stall is going to be at 3:30pm outside the library.

PARENTS CLUB
Entertainment Books
We have no books left in the office but digital orders are still available. For more information go to
www.entertainmentbook.com.au. The school gets $13.00 from each book sold.
Trivia Night – Saturday 1st September – 7pm
Book your table now for this night of mayhem and fun!!
Donations are much appreciated and can be left at the school office.

A big thank you to Woolworths in Blackburn South,
who very generously donate 2 boxes of fruit
each week to OGPS.

