Thursday, 21st June 2018

TERM 2

WEEK 10

FROM THE PRINCIPAL
KEY DATES:
JUNE
22nd Cupcake Stall (recess) –Year 6
Graduation fundraiser
25th – 27th Parent Teacher Interviews
26th – 29th Dentist visit
29th END TERM 2 - 2.30pm dismissal

JULY
16th START TERM 3
16th – 26th Year 6 Swimming Program
17th – 19th Year 3 Camp
31st ICAS - English

AUGUST
13th – 17th Year 5 Camp
14th ICAS – Mathematics
16th Circus Skills Performance
Besen Centre - 5pm & 7pm
18th Working Bee 9am – 12pm
20th Sushi Day

2018 CURRICULUM DAYS
8th June
21st December

2018 TERM DATES
Term 1
Term 2
Term 3
Term 4

29th January – 29th March
16th April – 29th June
16th July – 21st September
8th October – 21st December

Week 10, how can that be? There has been a lot of excitement
around the school with the Little Mermaid cast being announced,
circus skills training and the Foundation students going off to the Kew
Traffic School, but we are certainly noticing that the children are tired
and it is time for the term break.
The weather has certainly got colder and it is now important that the
children have a coat to go outside during the cold weather. Our
classrooms are lovely and warm, but the contrast to outside is quite
significant. Students should now be in their winter uniform as it is far too
cold to be wearing summer dresses.
Night Library Special Event
A big thank you to our Library Teachers Ruth Thatcher and Suzanne
Lichtenauer for the wonderful Night Library sessions they ran this week
for Years 3-6 students and families. Over 100 people attended and
enjoyed spending time together in our lovely library. Have a read of
what they got up to further into the newsletter.
Reports
This Friday our formal midyear reports and the Term 2 portfolio tasks
and rubrics will be released through SAEKO.
The reports and portfolio tasks are part of the DET requirements for
reporting to parents and reflect your child’s achievement against the
Victorian Curriculum Standards for Semester 1. This creates a clearer
picture of how your child is progressing with their learning. The portfolio
tasks and rubrics, which you would now be familiar with, provide a
timely snapshot of your child’s learning in Mathematics, Literacy and
Integrated Studies. Portfolios in each of these areas are released every
term in order to give parents timely feedback regarding a child’s
progress. The midyear interview is also part of the reporting package to
parents, strengthens the partnership between home and school and is
an opportunity to discuss progress.

School Philosophy
Orchard Grove Primary School is committed to providing a safe, nurturing environment that engages curiosity, promotes
learning, personal growth and wellbeing for all students. We strive to develop adaptability and resilience so students can
become valued members of the local and global communities and be prepared for future life experiences.
DE&T and Orchard Grove P.S. do not endorse the products or services of any private advertiser. No responsibility
is accepted by DE&T for accuracy of information contained in advertisements or claims made by them.

Parent Teacher Interviews
Parent teacher interviews will be held next week. The Parent Teacher Online booking portal will
remain open until 9pm Sunday night, when it will be closed so that staff can prepare for the
interviews. It is important to make a time with your child’s teacher to discuss the report and have
a more in depth discussion your child’s progress. This partnership between school and home is a
vital part in student success and growth at school.
Teeth on Wheels
The dental van is visiting the school next week, from Tuesday through Thursday. This is, potentially,
a great way to have your child’s teeth checked and to help support you in teaching your children
about dental hygiene. In our ever-so-busy life, I hope that families find that this is a worthwhile
service to provide during school hours.
Circus Skills
The Foundation through to Year Four students are enjoying the beginning sessions with the Circus
Crew. It will be fun watching their skills progress in preparation for their concert at the Besen
Centre on August 16th. More information regarding the performance will be made available
shortly.
Foundation Enrolments
Our enrolments for 2019 Foundation students are coming in fast so, if you know of any families who
are considering OGPS for their child, please encourage them to collect an enrolment form from
our office and give it in at the office as soon as possible. The Department of Education are
implementing changes to the rules around enrolments at government primary schools and are
now going to be much stricter about parents only enrolling their children at their closest primary
school, not necessarily the school of their choice. This could influence what positions will be made
available for potential families in our area. If this could apply to families that you know want to
come to OGPS, encourage them to come and talk to us at the school office.
Next week is the end of Term 2. We will be having our assembly at our normal time of 9am and we
are very excited to be having a presentation from our highly successful first place prize-winning
Rocketeers from Year 4 These young OGPS champions entered the Australian Youth Rocketry
Challenge and came home WINNERS! We can't wait to hear all about it and see the vision of their
amazing rocket’s journey. Have a read about their journey in this week’s newsletter and then
come along to assembly next week and hear about it firsthand.
I would like to wish you all a lovely term break with your families and, if you are passing by OGPS
and see any suspicious behaviour, please call 000. Vandalism costs the school significant money
each year, which we should be spending on improving our school, so working together to help
keep our school safe is important.
Talk soon.
Glenda Harry
Principal

PAYMENTS/FORMS DUE AT THE OFFICE





Foundation 2019 Enrolment Forms – due ASAP
Year 3 camp – $100.00 deposit – overdue / final payment - $190.00 - due 22nd June
Swimming – Year 6 - $125.00 – due 22nd June
Year 5 camp - $100.00 deposit – due 29th June / balance - $250.00 - due 27th July

PHYSICAL EDUCATION & SPORT REPORT
Division and Region Cross Country
After some outstanding performances at District cross country, nine Orchard Grove students (Kai,
Renos, George, Georgia, Olivia, Bailey, Cameron, Camiel and Alannah) qualified for the
Whitehorse Division event. The top 12 finishers at this level then qualified for the Regional
competition. Alannah (3rd place), Renos (10th) and Olivia (10th) went on to represent Orchard
Grove at Region, where they finished 41st, 19th and 68th in their races.
School Sports Victoria- Team Vic Tryouts
Each year, talented Victorian students are given the opportunity to try out for a place in the
School Sports Victoria (SSV) Team Vic state team. The following Orchard Grove students were
selected to trial for a number of different sports.
Imogen - Netball
Sabrina - Netball
Paige - Netball
Nathan - Basketball
Will - Basketball
Angus - Australian Football
Jonty - Australian Football
Cameron - Australian Football
Camiel - Soccer
Bailey - Soccer
Nathan, Angus, Jonty and Paige made it through to the second stage of selection, while Imogen
got through to the third stage in Netball. Approximately 2000 students trialled for the state netball
team and Imogen made it down to the final 40 players in the metropolitan area. Well done,
Imogen.
Congratulations to all of these students on their fantastic efforts.

PARENTS CLUB
Entertainment Books
We have a few books left for purchase. Books cost $70.00 and are available to buy from the
office. Digital orders are also available. For more information go to
www.entertainmentbook.com.au
The school gets $13.00 from each book sold.
Save the Date
Trivia Night – Saturday 1st September.

WANTED: AUTUMN LEAVES
It’s that time of year again when you can donate your autumn leaves to The Grove compost bins
and help create beautiful soil to grow big, healthy, delicious vegetables and fruit. Please leave
your tied bags of leaves at The Grove gate or inside the gate if it is open. Thank you.
Susan Berkeley

NIGHT LIBRARY
Thank you to all our families who attended our first Night Library sessions for students in middle and
senior school. We had over 100 students and family members attend. It was such a pleasure to have
Mums, Dads, friends, Grandparents and siblings enjoy the library with our students. We shared
favourite stories, solved puzzles from Animalia, guessed how many pages in mystery books, found
our favourite quotes, made badges, and challenged some of our Dad’s origami making skills!

Winners of our competitions will be announced at assembly this Friday. What amazing skills our
students showed in their knowledge of books! Our Library is a wonderful resource to share time with
each other and build relationships through shared stories, experiences, and through the joy of
reading. We look forward to sharing our next Night Library with our community.
Thank you to Mr Todd, Mrs Campbell, and Mrs Krick for sharing and helping with our Night Library
sessions.
Mrs Thatcher and Mrs Lichtenauer

Orchard Grove Year 4 Students Win Rocketry Gold at AYRC 2018
This past weekend in a frigid, muddy paddock in Wychitella, VIC, a rocketry competition between
teams and individuals of students from as far as Tassie saw a 1st place win for three very excited
Year 4 students from Orchard Grove Primary on their maiden team flight.
The rocket, named "Thunderbolt", had to achieve the best scores in three unique ways: to stay
aloft for just under 50 seconds, to reach a height of 850 feet, and most importantly to bring back-without damage--a raw egg officially called an "eggstronaut".
Led by mum Stacy Gildenston and talented parent helpers, the Year 4 team consisted of Stacy's
daughter Pyrate, who has flown rockets for just over a year now, and two quick-learning
newcomers, Regan and Zachary.
After two nervous false starts due to a loose fin and then a faulty ignition wire, the third attempted
launch went extremely well, coming in a bit too high, but otherwise very close to the competition
targets. Most importantly, the eggstronaut survived. It was through creative and clever problem
solving on-site, and sheer good luck and devotion on the day that the 1st Place Trophy was
brought home to Orchard Grove, along with matching gold medals around each child's neck.
The Principal and the school will be presented with the gold trophy at the final assembly for Term 2
(Friday 29th June at 9am), along with a great video presentation of the launch day made by Zac's
dad, Craig. Thunderbolt (the rocket) will be retired to be used in our new rocketry club to
commence Term 3.
Building rockets consists of a lot of kitchen table craft skills, like sanding, tying knots, and using hot
glue. We'd love to see more mums and their kids involved next year, but of course dads are
welcome too! This is truly a kitchen table technology, and can be done by nearly anyone. Yes, it
IS rocket science, and you can do it if you can do crafts.
The club will be open to all students, but parents
will need to stay heavily involved in order to
facilitate what we do correctly and safely. Due
to the fact we use live explosive materials (also
called rocket motors) at the launch site, we will
only be able to launch with Years 4+, but all
ages are welcome to attend launches, and the
parents of the younger kids can launch their
own family rockets. Launches are usually held
on Saturday mornings, April to October, once
monthly in Drouin, which is a little over an hour
away from Blackburn.
More information will be available soon, but to
register your interest in rocketry, or to ask
questions to see if it suits your family, please
contact Stacy Gildenston (Pyrate’s mum) at
stacybeegee@gmail.com.

A big thank you to Woolworths in Blackburn South,
who very generously donate 2 boxes of fruit
per week to OGPS.

