
Thursday, 8th March 2018   TERM 1  WEEK 6 
 

KEY DATES: 
 

 
MARCH 
5 - 9  Year 6 Canberra Camp - 6SG & 6KH 
12  Labour Day Public Holiday 
21  Harmony Day 
22  Year 5 Excursion - Immigration Museum 5SW & 5GS (part class) 
23  Year 5 Excursion - Immigration Museum 5BB & 5GS (part class) 
27  School Photos 
29  END TERM 1 - 2.30pm dismissal 
 
APRIL 
16  FIRST DAY TERM 2 
25  Anzac Day  

DE&T and Orchard Grove P.S. do not endorse the products or services of any private 
advertiser.  No responsibility is accepted by DE&T for accuracy of information contained in 

advertisements or claims made by them. 

School Philosophy 
Orchard Grove Primary School is committed to providing a safe, nurturing environment that engages curiosity, 

promotes learning, personal growth and wellbeing for all students. We strive to develop adaptability and resilience 
so students can become valued members of the local and global communities and be prepared for future life 

experiences. 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 
Once again, the weeks are flying by and there is a lot happening around the school.  It has been wonderful to see how 
beautifully our Foundation students have settled into school and it is very much looking as if they have been here for ages.  
If you have been following OGPS on Facebook, you would have seen our Year Six students having a fabulous time on the 
Canberra camp. This year we have split the camp, so that two classes go the first week and two the second week. Many of 
the attractions will only take groups of 50, so the smaller groups have worked well.  I would like to acknowledge the staff 
and parents who have been willing to go on camp and spend time away from their families.  It is a very rewarding experi-
ence, but it is also quite exhausting for the adults who are on duty 24 hours a day and with significant responsibility. The 
Canberra camp is a marvellous opportunity for the students to get a better understanding of our political system and also to 
visit the War Memorial, the Geoscience Centre, Government House and the Australian Institute of Sport (AIS) amongst other 
things. We are looking forward to hearing all about the camp when the students return. 
 
School Hours 
We have been having a bit of an issue with some parents dropping off or allowing children to get to school too early, or 
coming to pick students up from school well past 3:45pm.  It is important to note that staff are on duty to look after stu-
dents between 8:45am until 3:45pm only, so it is far too dangerous to allow children to be at school outside these hours. If, 
for any reason, you are finding this difficult, please book your children into the OSHClub program where they will have suita-
ble supervision and activities to do.  
 
School Photos 
Our school photo day is coming up on Tuesday 27th March.  You may remember last year when we were discussing our uni-
form change that our uniform provider SPARTAN offered to provide extra tops so that all students would be in the new em-
erald and navy tops for the class photo.  If your child will need to borrow one of these tops, please send them along to 
school that day wearing a no-collar (crew neck) t–shirt underneath their yellow OGPS shirt, so they can easily swap shirts for 
the photo.  We will have all students in the new uniform for the class photos; however, it is up to the individual for the next 
two years if you would like the individual photo in the old or new uniform.  Of course, the girls can wear the school dress for 
either photo. Please ensure that your child is wearing white, grey or navy socks and that all hair ties are in school colours. 
The Year Six school leaders photos will be taken on 14th March and, once again, any students who need to borrow a new top 
will be able to for the photo (The yellow and blue sports tops will not be used for photos). 

2018 TERM DATES: 
 

Term 1    29th January - 29th March 
Term 2    16th April - 29th June 
Term 3    16th July - 21st September 
Term 4    8th October - 21 December 



 

 

Incursion 
The Year Three and Four students were hosts to a lifeguard 
from Surrey Park swim school this week. If you think of our 
identity, and the iconic colours that are very much part of 
that, the yellow and red of the lifesaving flags certainly come 
to mind. We always need to keep water safety top of mind, 
living in coastal parts of Australia, so the message delivered 
was important and one we hope the students remember as 
they continue to enjoy water in the coming warmer autumn 
months. 
 

Division Swimming  
Speaking of talented students and being safe in water, con-
gratulations to all those students who went along to the divi-
sion swimming event this week.  
Some students even swapped their Year Six camp groups to 
ensure that they were available to represent the school at 
this event.  
 

As the levels of competition build so does the challenge, so 
we are always so proud of students who take this on and 
represent our school. Lilian (Year Five) and Aleisha and Cait-
lin (both in Year Four) swam wonderfully well and are now 
moving through to the next level, the regional competition. 
This will be held this coming Monday. Congratulations girls 
and every best wish for next week.  Once again, thank you 
to those parents who supported the event on Monday and 
will continue to support their girls next week. Mr Liston is 
grateful of your assistance as are the students. 
 

Crossing on Orchard Grove 
As you would be aware, we are in dire need of a supervised 
crossing on the Orchard Grove side of the school.  A number 
of years ago, Whitehorse Council did a survey of how many 
children were crossing at that site and agreed that we did, 
and still do, qualify for a supervised crossing.  Unfortunately, 
the local council said we were unable to have a crossing due 
to lack of funding.  It is the belief of School Council and staff 
that this is unacceptable and I am sure the parent body 
would agree.  As the Year Four and Year Six students are 
learning about government, it seems like a great time to get 
a petition going and to write some very persuasive letters to 
the council.  The Year Six students will be organising the 
petition, so keep a look out for it so you can add your name 
to the list of those in support.  Hopefully together we can get 
some traction and have a crossing that will help to keep our 
children safer. 
 

Car Park Grumble 
We need to ask for your assistance again in the car park are-
as of the school. As a school, we are fortunate to have off-
street parking, but this area does fill quite quickly. If you 
know that you are running too late to get a car park in the 
school, please park out of the school grounds. If you have 
older students, you can always wait in the street for five 
minutes and then enter when traffic starts to filter out. The 
car park and playgrounds are supervised after school until 
3:45pm and the office is open as well, so your children can 
safely wait for you to find a parking spot. Being patient and 
calm when collecting the children is a better way to be at the 
end of busy days. We appreciate your assistance and do ask 
that our school values are reflected in our driving behaviours 
as well.  
 

Great idea for what to do with our Yellow School uni-
form items 
We have had a great idea from one of our parents who is 
investigating the possibility of sending good quality clothing 
(including our yellow school uniform) to Guinea in West Afri-
ca. We are very interested in setting up a relationship with a 
school in Guinea and helping where we can. 

This idea is still in its infancy, but we wanted to get the word 
out, so that anyone who would like to donate items of our 
old school uniform, that are in good condition, could do 
so.  If you are interested, there will be more information to 
come, but in the meantime, if you could hold on to your do-
nation, that would be much appreciated. 

 
 

 

Professional Practice Days 
The Victorian Government has instituted through the Victorian 
Government Schools Agreement 2017, to provide more 
professional learning opportunities for teaching staff to 
further develop their skills in areas that are aligned to the 
school priorities. Students will directly benefit from these 
improvements in their daily learning as staff will focus on the 
improved delivery of high quality teaching and learning.  
  

This means that each full time teacher is entitled to one day 
per term (four days per year), to focus on the improved 
delivery of high quality teaching and learning.  These days 
are called Professional Practice Days (PPD). 
  

We are scheduling the days ahead of time and have planned 
to ensure there is minimal impact on the students. Substitute 
teachers (CRTs) will follow the class learning program to 
ensure that the children’s day continues as normal. We are 
very excited about this new initiative as it gives the staff 
valuable, dedicated time to improve their practice in a 
specified and targeted way.  This is all in the interests of 
providing the best educational experience possible for our 
students at OGPS. 
 

 
 

In the Art Room 
We are often amazed by the talents of the students here at 
Orchard Grove. Some talents are more hidden and we only 
see glimpses at public performances, on the sporting field or 
on the walls of the corridors and classrooms but, when 
found, these gems are certainly 
something to celebrate. In our 
community, there is much talent 
and, again, it is sometimes hidden. 
Last week the Year One, Two and 
Three students were so very 
fortunate to have Agnes Parcesepe 
visit the art room and work her 
magic with watercolours. As well 
as being grandmother to Joshua 
(3AH) and Isaac (1TK), she is an 
acclaimed artist. Having recently 
returned from art awards in Italy, 
we were so lucky to have her visit. 
In the coming weeks, Marnie 
Higgs, a local artist, and mother of 
Angus (3AH) will be working with the students to further 
develop their watercolour skills and understandings. 
 

Speaking of visitors to the art room, our artist in residence, 
Elizabeth Armstrong, will be part of the Year Five and Six 
scene every Monday from now until the end of term. She is a 
‘Feltmaker’ so the students are learning how to make felted 
material and loving the process. The finished piece will be a 
stand of trees and it is sure to be wonderful. 
 

Elizabeth is available to teach adults the felt-making process 
so stay tuned as there will be information regarding an 
evening of art for adults here at the school. The time, date 
and cost will be confirmed shortly so, if you are interested, 
please fill in the note that will soon be circulated.  
 

We are always interested in partnering with the wider school 
community so, if anyone has a hidden artistic talent, please 
let Mrs Campbell know as the students always get such a rich 
experience working with special visitors. 
 

 

Planning Week (for Term 2) - Week 8 
Monday 19th March - Years 5 & 6 
Tuesday 20th March - Year 2 
Wednesday 21st March - Foundation 
Thursday 22nd March - Years 3 & 4 
Friday 23rd March - Year 1 
 

Professional Practice Days 
Wednesday 14th March - Year 5 
Thursday 15th March - Year 3 
Monday 26th March - Year 6 
Wednesday 28th March - Foundation 
*Years 1,2,4 dates to be confirmed* 



 

 

PRINCIPAL AWARDS  
23rd February 

 
2nd March 

 
PAYMENTS/FORMS DUE AT THE OFFICE 

 2018 Contributions - OVERDUE 

 Immigration Museum excursion - Year 5 - $12.00 - due 
14th March 

 Hot Cross Bun Orders - due 20th March 

 Year 4 Camp deposit - $115.00 - due 22nd March 

Dental Van to Visit the School. 
You may have heard in the news recently about the latest 
dental study. 
According to the National Child Oral Health Study  
* 1 in 3 children aged 5-6 years have decay in their 
deciduous teeth 
* 4 in 10 children aged 12-14 years have decay in their 
permanent teeth 
* The cost of treating dental decay is estimated at $5 billion 
per year 
* Statistics are even higher in Indigenous, migrant and rural 
children 
We have invited TeethOnWheels to come to OGPS.  If you 
are interested, you will be able to book your child in for a 
visit with the onsite dentist. There is no obligation to use this 
service; we just thought it might be helpful for some of our 
families. In some instances, the service may be free of 
charge under Medicare if your family is eligible.  Have a read 
of the inserted flyer and we will keep you informed when the 
Dental Van is coming. 
 

School Performances – SAVE THE DATES 
This is our performance year and we are very excited to have 
two wonderful events coming up.  The Foundation to Year 
Four students will be doing ‘A Night at the Circus’ on 
Thursday 16th August. This was a huge success when 
we did this a few years back, so we are once again looking 
forward to working with the company Little Devils, who will 
be working with the children alongside the classroom 
teachers and Miss Mets, our Performing Arts teacher.  This 
year we have booked the Beson Centre on Station St, 
Burwood, which has a huge seating provision, so there will 
be lots of opportunities to bring along family and friends.  
We will be having two performances on the night, at 5pm 
and 7pm.  Look out for information over the coming months.  
 

Our Year Five and Six students will be doing Disney’s The 
Little Mermaid, and we are very excited about this. 
The performance will be held at the Kel Watson Theatre at 
Forest Hill Secondary College on 25th October. Again, 
there will be two performances, one at 5pm and the other at 
7pm. So lots to look forward to. 
 

Well that’s all from me for now. 
 

Have a great weekend with your family. 
 

Talk soon. 
 

Glenda Harry 
Principal 

 
 

JUNIOR SCHOOL COUNCIL 2018 
Over the past few weeks, each of the classes from  
Years 1-6 have been holding elections in their classrooms 
to select their Junior School Council Representatives for 
2018. The students who have been elected will represent 
their classmates and peers on the Junior School Council 
and will meet on a regular basis to carry out their roles. As 
JSC Representatives, these students will be responsible for 
raising matters of concern for the school community, 
conducting fundraisers, having input into procedures and 
events that take place, conducting special ceremonies, and 
acting as representatives in the school community. Being 
part of the JSC is a great opportunity for students to 
create change in both the school community and the wider 
community, and is a role that all students who have been 
elected should be very proud of. Congratulations to the 
JSC Representatives for 2018! 
Bec Bird and Tegan Cant 
JSC Coordinators 

 
 

 

 

Milla FAC Harper 2TC 

Leonardo FED Grace 2TR 

Ryuu FEW Minh 3AT 

Max FJM Xander 3GT 

Sophie FSK Jasmine 4DW 

Maya 1BS Alyssa 4KG 

Jovan 1CP Eli 4KM 

Josh 1JF Scarlett 5GS 

Taki 1ND Riley 5SW 

Alexander 1TK Jackson 6HJ 

Terry 2EF Will 6KC 

Kaitlin 2GJ Riki 6KH 

Penny FAC Alex 2TR 
Joshua FED Sebastian 3AH 
Luka FEW Whole Class 3AT 
Ella FJM Leon 3GT 
Alya FSK Isaac 4DW 
Oliver 1BS Thomas 4KG 
Holly 1JF Shiro 4KM 
Will 1ND Sophie 4MA 
Alexia 1TK George 5BB 
Charlotte 2EF Scarlett 5SW 
William 2GJ Nathan 6KH 
Jesse 2TC Jack 6SG 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PARENT’S CLUB 

 Hot Cross Bun Fundraiser - orders and payment due 
20th March 

 Easter Raffle - tickets will be sent home next week  
and will be drawn at assembly on Thursday 29th 
March. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

EASTER RAFFLE - DONATIONS 
 

Our first fundraising event for the year is our 
Easter Raffle.  We are asking families to do-
nate items we can put together to use as  
prizes. 
 
Some suggestions (besides chocolate!) are: 
soft toys, mugs, pens, books, egg cups – all 
with an ‘Easter’ theme. 
 
Donations can be left in the box at the school 
office until Monday 23rd March. 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


